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BACKGROUND RESEARCH EXERCISE
Background research into your general and specific topics of story focus can help you identify and gather facts that you might use in the story for context and detail. Moreover, background research can help you develop strong questions that demonstrate preparation, help build rapport with an interview source, and strengthen the depth of your reporting.
First, identify your topic areas and related keywords for research
General Topic(s):____________________________________________________________________________

Specific Topic(s):____________________________________________________________________________

Related Keyword(s):_________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]Now, using the Internet in general and online research databases in specific, do some research that you record in the space below:
DATABASES USED:__________________________________________________________________________

SPECIFIC SOURCES CONSULTED:_______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

WEBSITES IN GENERAL USED:_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

INTERESTING FACTS TO BE USED IN THE STORY (AND SOURCES FOR THOSE FACTS):_____________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
NEW INTERVIEW QUESTIONS DEVELOPED THROUGH RESEARCH (FILL THIS OUT ON THE BACK):
