Final Paper Argumentative Structure

Composition 102 (Ortiz)

You will apply the following general structure to the thinking, arguing, and writing of the Final Paper. This outline will require you to analyze critically not only your own ideas but also those of the opposition, those against your thesis. Central to the idea of argument is a fair balancing of positions; ultimately, you will avoid such logical pitfalls as “straw man argument” and “either/or” thinking by building the strongest case that considers all sides of a given issue.

One important thing to note in considering this outline is that the numeric divisions suggest sections (NOT paragraphs) of your essay. In order to develop your thesis logically and persuade a reader along the way, you as a writer have the obligation to prove a case by fulfilling the ideas required in each of the following sections.

I. Introduction


( Grounding of issues in a stylistically strong and focused opening, to

bring the reader into your general topic and then specific thesis


( Articulation of main thesis statement

II. Body

A. Facts of the Case


( Construction of all relevant facts, definitions, historical background, etc.

( Exposition of all relevant details, sources, and ideas as foundation for


argument

B. Opposition


( Fair presentation of opposing viewpoints to your own that serve to



critique and challenge your thesis

( Even-handed construction of an alternate case to challenge your own

C. Refutation: Fair and systematic rebuttal of Opposition

D. Concession and Counter-Argument
1. Admission of a major point or points you will concede to the Opposition

2. Counter-argument to these points and reconstruction of stronger thesis

3. Final compelling arguments

III. Conclusion: Restatement of thesis as developed throughout the essay

Use this structure to plan the drafting of your Final Paper — start with the skeletal framework above, and draft a customized outline, inserting specific data, ideas, and sources while planning how much space (paragraphs and pages) that you will devote to each section of the Final Paper.

