NEWS FLICKS AND JOURNALISM ON SCREEN

The Student Newspaper Survival Guide lists some classic movies about journalism (on page 6), and even though films about the news business aren’t as big in American culture as crime and cop shows, journalists and the news media are still popular subjects for the big screen and television. Take a look at just a few video samples across multiple genres depicting journalism, sometimes with interesting and insightful interpretation of the news profession.
HORROR

A personal favorite is Night of the Living Dead (1968), a black-and-white independent movie that kicked off the zombie craze. Even though it’s an outlandish premise, you can imagine any number of current possible catastrophes (pandemics, natural disasters, civil unrest) that could stand in for the nightmarish outbreak in this movie. Also, director George Romero shot this with film-school buddies and infused it with symbolic visual references to news footage of his time documenting the Vietnam War, student protests, race riots, police brutality, etc.
http://www.tcm.com/mediaroom/video/148289/Night-of-the-Living-Dead-News-report-on-zombies-.html
SCIENCE FICTION

Director Paul Verhoeven imagines the future devolution of journalism into infotainment in his sci-fi pics, such as Starship Troopers (1997), which mixes 1940s-style propaganda-newsreel reporting with an internet interface suggesting the kind of web aggregator that we now have to deliver all the news and entertainment of our own choosing on one platform.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igBsdNDwKjA&feature=related
TELEVISION
Kolchak: The Night Stalker creeped me out on a weekly basis in the mid-1970s with an intrepid Chicago reporter investigating the paranormal and the just plain weird, everything from vampires to UFOs, scooping The X-Files by several decades. The main character’s news reporting (and his sometimes risky and ethically questionable methods) framed every episode, along with arguments back at the newsroom with his editor, as in this clip.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pY0TGZ9VMqU&feature=related
(…to 1:58, then 3:40 to 6:55…)

COMEDY

Journalism generally isn’t all that funny, but sometimes the news can provide an occasion for silly stuff, like Anchorman (2004), a retro-’70s Will Ferrell romp on the macho man-dominated broadcast news biz. In this clip, local news stations literally duke it out.
http://www.funnyordie.com/videos/8224c1a1e3/anchorman-newscaster-fight-from-anchormanfan
DRAMA

And of course, journalism has provided the subject and setting for many serious movies, including feature-film treatment of real-world incidents, like when 60 Minutes pulled their punches in coverage of the tobacco industry, as depicted by The Insider (1999), memorably rendered with dynamic acting by Al Pacino and Russell Crowe.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIjpP-XngKA
