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LEADS EXERCISE


MEDFORD, OR—Scissors defeated rock Monday, marking the cutting instrument’s first-ever victory over its longtime nemesis.

        14
(“Scissors”)


A student was arrested on July 29 for “stimulating himself” while leering at another student who was in the shower.


        20
(Robb)


ATLANTA—After a two-year hiatus from basketball, Jesus Christ returned to the NBA Sunday night, rejoining His former team, the Atlanta Hawks.




        




        21
(“Christ Returns”)

A Hanover Park man is facing felony aggravated battery charges following the death of an 11-month-old infant left in his care, authorities said Wednesday.








        24
(“Man charged”)


The feds for the first time interviewed Mayor Daley on Friday about a burgeoning Hired Truck investigation that has reached into the mayor’s patronage system. 







        25
(Korecki and Patterson)

A profanity-laced shouting match turned into a bloody confrontation last year when one man drove over the other repeatedly with a cab, five witnesses said Tuesday. 
    



        26
(Herman)


LOS ANGELES – The woman whose son accused Michael Jackson of child molestation was charged with welfare fraud Tuesday for allegedly collecting nearly $19,000 in payments while making false claims.
        27
(AP “Mother”)

RICHMOND, Va. – In a victory for the Bush administration, a federal appeals court ruled Friday the government can continue to hold indefinitely an American accused of plotting to detonate a radioactive “dirty bomb.”








        31
(Gelineau)

A federal grand jury indicted ousted Chicago Sun-Times Publisher F. David Radler on fraud charges, saying he illegally helped funnel about $32 million in corporate funds to a private company he co-owns.
        32
(Miller and O’Connor)

“I just want to get out of this neighborhood and move to the suburbs,” said the mother of an 11-year-old boy who was caught in the middle of gang gunfire in Rogers Park last week.



        35
(Swanson)


Hugging a school picture of a small redheaded boy in a powder blue suit, military mom Ginger Williams stood on the stairs of St. Gertrude church calling on her Edgewater neighbors to stand with her in demanding an end to the war in Iraq.




        44
(Caputo “We”)

Homeless, mentally shaken and emotionally disturbed are the last words Uptown native Cody Camacho ever thought he would use to describe himself. But it’s exactly the image that the 23-year-old has faced in the mirror everyday since he finished a tour of duty in Iraq and returned home last year.








          50

(Caputo “‘I’ve’”)


At least 40 new city high schools.


Six single-sex public schools.


A new virtual school, offering computers and online classes to kindergartners through 12th-graders.


Those are among the 57 proposals unveiled Monday as officials took stock of the second round of applications to create 100 new schools under Mayor Daley’s Renaissance 2010 initiative.

(Rossi)


For decades, residents of one Ravenswood block have cherished their neighborly way of life that often gets lost living in the big city.


Step out into one backyard and you can see all the way down the 2500 block of West Pensacola. And that’s the way most residents like it.


Overthrown balls have touched off countless conversations over the years. People share their gardening secrets and enjoy each others [sic] flowers. Everyone knows their neighbors, thanks, in part, to their backyards.


But now that way of life is being threatened, some say.

(Caputo “Neighbors”)


WICHITA, Kan. – The courtroom was silent as one minute ticked by. Everyone was waiting for Delores Davis to die.


After the 60-second mark, Sedgwick County District Atty. Nola Foulston broke the long silence and reminded the room that it had actually taken Davis three times that long to die, as Dennis Rader strangled her with a pair of her own pantyhose in January 1991.


Rader, Wichita’s self-proclaimed BTK murderer—the initials stand for Bind, Torture and Kill—was sentenced Thursday to 175 years in prison for the 10 slayings he committed from 1974 to 1991, slayings that terrorized the Wichita area for decades.

(Susman)

WORKS CITED

AP. “Mother of Jacko’s accuser charged with welfare fraud.” Chicago Sun-Times 24 Aug. 2005: 32.

Caputo, Angela. “Neighbors seek downzoning of Ravenswood block.” Pioneer Press News-Star 7 Sept. 2005: 1+.

-----. “‘I’ve been living on a thread.’” Pioneer Press News-Star 14 Sept. 2005: 1+.

-----. “‘We ask that not one more mother’s child is lost.’” Pioneer Press News-Star 24 Aug. 2005: 1+.

“Christ Returns to NBA.” 3 Apr. 1996. The Onion’s Finest News Reporting Vol. 1. NY: Three Rivers Press, 2000: 68.

Gelineau, Kristen. “‘Dirty bomb’ suspect staying put.” Chicago Sun-Times 10 Sept. 2005: 7.

Herman, Eric. “Witnesses say fight led to death.” Chicago Sun-Times 17 Aug. 2006: 20.

Korecki, Natasha, and Steve Patterson. “Feds grill Daley about hired Truck.” Chicago Sun-Times 27 Aug. 2005: 3.

“Man charged in baby’s death.” Chicago Sun-Times 15 Sept. 2005: 24.

Miller, James P., and Matt O’Connor. “Former Sun-Times publisher indicted.” Chicago Tribune 19 Aug. 2005: 1+.

Robb, Tom “Student arrested for sexual misconduct.” NEIU Independent 29 Aug. 2005: 1+.

Rossi, Rosalind. “Renaissance 2010 draws 57 applications in second round.” Chicago Sun-Times 23 Aug. 2005: 24.

“Scissors Defeats Rock.” 28 Nov. 1995. The Onion’s Finest News Reporting Vol. 1. NY: Three Rivers Press, 2000: 4.

Susman, Tina. “Rader gets 175 years for 10 BTK slayings.” Chicago Tribune 19 Aug. 2005: 1+.

Swanson, Lorraine. “Boy, 11, recovers from gunshot wound.” Pioneer Press News-Star 23 May 2007: 1+.

Examine the following leads in terms of impact, structure, and wording.


Then, discuss their strengths and weaknesses.


Extra: Write an original variation on the lead of your choice.








